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mercy, in which is displayed such an excess of the divine goodness, and
by which such inestimable benefits and so high an honour accrue to us.
The very thought and foreknowledge of this mystery comforted Adam in
his banishment from Paradise,    The promise of it sweetened the laborious
pilgrimage of Abraham.   The same encouraged Jacob to dread no adversity,
and Moses to brave all dangers and conquer all difficulties in delivering the
Israelites from the Egyptian slavery.   All the prophets saw it in spirit'with
Abraham, and they rejoiced.    If the expectation of it gave the patriarchs
such joy, how much ought the accomplishment to create in us!    Joy is
defined the delight of a rational creature arising from the possession of a
desired object.    It must then be proportioned to the nature of the pos-
session;  consequently, it ought to be as much greater in us as the fruition
of a good surpasses the promise, possession the hope, or fruit the blossom.
This St Peter Chrysologus illustrates with regard to this difference of the
Old and New Law as follows: " The letter of a friend," says he, " is com-
fortable, but his presence is much more welcome;  a bond is useful, but
the payment more so; blossoms are pleasing, but only till the fruit appears.
The ancient fathers received God's letters, we enjoy his presence;  they
had the promise, we the accomplishment; they the bond, we the payment/1
Christians who rejoice with a worldly, vain, or carnal mirth are strangers
to the Spirit of God and his holy joy.    Some exterior marks of this joy
are allowed, provided they be not sought for themselves, but such as suit
a penitential state and Christian gravity, both by their nature and extreme
moderation that is held in them;  and, lastly, provided motives of virtue
sanctify them, and they express and spring from an interior spiritual joy,
which is altogether holy.   If sensuality have any share in our festivals, they
are rather heathenish Bacchanals than Christian solemnities, and on them
we feed and strengthen those passions which Christ was bora only to teach
us to subdue.   To sanctify this feast we ought to consecrate it to devotion,
and principally to the exercises of adoration, praise, and love*   This is the
tribute we must offer to our new-born Saviour when we visit him in spirit
with the good shepherds.   With them we must enter the stable and con-
template this mystery with a lively faith, by which, under the veils of this
infant body, we discover the infinite majesty of our God.

To contemplate immensity shut up in a little body, omnipotence clothed
with weakness, the eternal God born in time, the joy of angels bathed in
tears, is something far more wonderful than to consider God creating a
world out of nothing, moving the heavens, and weighing the universe
with a finger. This is a mystery altogether unutterable; to be adored in
silence and in raptures of admiration not to be declared by words. " How
can anyone speak of the wonder which is here wrought amongst us ? " says
St Fulgentius.1 " A man of God, a creature of his Creator, one who is

1 St Fulgentius, Serrn. li de Nativ.